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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to explore ideological stances behind the political speech texts
of the Indonesian presidents represented and evaluated by President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono (SBY) and Joko Widodo (Jokowi) in the reformation era. The significance
of this study was expected to contribute to the body of knowledge already established,
both theoretically and practicality on Political Discourse Analysis, Critical Discourse,
and Systemic Functional Linguistics. This study employs van Leeuwen's socio
semiotic framework (2008) for the representation of social actors and Halliday and
Matthiessen (2004) Transitivity analysis model incorporated and the attitudinal
resources of the appraisal theory of Martin and White (2005) to uncover ideological
stances in the ten presidential speech texts of SBY and Jokowi published officially by
Indonesian government websites (Sekneg.go.id and setkab.go.id). This study basically
adopts qualitative method, uses quantitative data analysis to assist the qualitative
discussion to show the ideological inclination of SBY and Jokowi. The analysis looks
at the grammatical roles and evaluation of important social actors involved in the
political speech texts of SBY and Jokowi (e.g. president, government, people of
Indonesia, politician, law enforcer and international people). The findings show that
government was mostly represented and evaluated exceeded the five other social
actors. This indicates that SBY’s ideological inclination came to the government to
portrait himself by representing his government as the well- working government. SBY
constructs to give positive image from the audiences to his well-organized in order to
get support from the intended audiences to work together in developing the nation. It
is similar to SBY, Jokowi also represents the government as the most favourable social
actor exceed the five others to uphold the audiences’ trust that he is an acting taker to
build his country via building infrastructures mostly around the nation. This study can
be concluded that both presidents represented and the government as the most
favorable social actor involved in their political speeches. This indicates that
ideological stances disseminated to the audiences that they regard the government as
the most important social actor to be prioritized in order SBY and Jokowi build positive
image from their constituents. The last, | recommend for future researchers to study
the comparison between Indonesian president and Malaysian prime minister of their
political speeches through ‘SFL’ and Appraisal analysis to find the similarities and
differences of their ideologies.
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ABSTRAK

Kajian ini bertujuan meneliti kedudukan ideologi di sebalik teks ucapan politik
Presiden Indonesia iaitu Presiden Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY) dan Joko
Widodo (Jokowi) pada era reformasi. Kajian ini diharapkan dapat menyumbang
kepada pengetahuan sedia ada, baik secara teori dan praktikal mengenai Analisis
Wacana Politik, Wacana Kritikal, dan Linguistik Fungsional Sistemik. Kajian ini
menggunakan kerangka sosio semiotik van Leeuwen (2008) sebagai perwakilan
pelaku sosial dan Halliday dan Matthiessen (2004) model analisis Transitiviti
digabungkan dan sumber daya teori penilaian Martin dan White (2005) untuk
menggungkap sikap ideologi dalam sepuluh teks ucapan presiden SBY dan Jokowi
yang diterbitkan secara rasmi oleh laman web kerajaan Indonesia (Sekneg.go.id dan
setkab.go.id). Kajian ini secara asasnya menggunakan kaedah kualitatif dan analisis
data kuantitatif untuk membantu perbincangan kualitatif dalam menunjukkan
kecenderungan ideologi SBY dan Jokowi.Analisis ini melihat peranan tatabahasa dan
penilaian pelaku sosial penting yang terlibat dalam teks ucapan politik SBY dan Jokowi
(mis. Presiden, pemerintah, rakyat Indonesia, ahli politik, penguatkuasa undang-
undang dan orang antarabangsa). Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahawa pemerintah
kebanyakan diwakili dan dinilai melebihi lima pelaku sosial yang lain. Ini
menunjukkan bahawa kecenderungan ideologi SBY datang kepada pemerintah untuk
menggambarkan dirinya dengan mewakili pemerintahannya sebagai pemerintah yang
bekerja dengan baik. SBY membina untuk memberikan imej positif dari khalayak
kepada yang tersusun dengan baik agar mendapat sokongan daripada khalayak yang
dimaksudkan untuk bekerjasama dalam membangun negara. Sama seperti SBY, Jokowi
juga mewakili pemerintah kerana pelaku sosial yang paling disukai melebihi lima yang
lain untuk menegakkan kepercayaan penonton bahawa dia adalah pengambil tindakan
untuk membina negaranya melalui infrastruktur bangunan yang kebanyakannya
terdapat di seluruh negara. Kajian ini dapat disimpulkan bahawa kedua-dua presiden
mewakili dan pemerintah sebagai pelaku sosial yang paling baik terlibat dalam ucapan
politik mereka. Ini menunjukkan bahawa sikap ideologi yang disebarkan kepada
khalayak bahawa mereka menganggap pemerintah sebagai pelaku sosial terpenting
harus diutamakan agar SBY dan Jokowi membina imej positif dari konstituen mereka.
Yang terakhir, saya mengesyorkan kepada penyelidik akan datang untuk mengkaji
perbandingan antara presiden Indonesia dan perdana menteri Malaysia ucapan politik
mereka melalui analisis ‘SFL’ dan Penilaian untuk mencari persamaan dan perbezaan
ideologi mereka.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

This chapter discusses introduction that becomes the foundation to conduct a study
investigating the ideological stances behind the Political Speech Texts (PST) of
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (henceforth, SBY) and President Jokowi
Widodo (henceforth, Jokowi) in the reformation era. Initially, section 1.2 provides the
background of the study to conduct the study. It covers socio-political issues concerning
ideological stances of SBY and Jokowi, the reasons for choosing Transitivity and
Appraisal theory as the analytical framework in analyzing the datasets. Section 1.3.
provides problem statement. Section 1.4 and 1.5 respectively present objectives of the
study and research questions. Then, Section 1.6 and 1.7 focuses the significance and
scope of the study as an attempt to address the research problems. Section 1.8 and 1.9
cover definition of key terms used in this study and organization of chapters. Finally,

1.10 comes to summary of this chapter.

1.2 Background of study

Indonesia encounters political changes, started in 1998 from an authoritarian
government to a democratic country. It was a very crucial year of the political history
of Indonesia to end the new order and to open the reformation era (Sasono, 2019, p.1).
These political changes affect politics and other areas such as economics, education,
law enforcement (Santoso, 2002, 2003, 2012; Ningsih, 2016; Kristiono, 2017
Ahlstrand, 2018). In the new order that was finalized by then resigning President

Soeharto in 1998, it was seen that Indonesian politicians changed their political aims



for changing their positions (Fuad, 2014; Ahlstrand, 2018). This new era is historically
marked as the reformation era of the Soeharto post era. This reformation era provided
Indonesians with socio-political expression through speech. By the freedom in
expressing ideas, criticism and thoughts is delivered to the Indonesian people.
According to Abdulameer et al. (2019), these two eras have provided politicians to
modify their political ways to influence people emotionally and logically by freedom of
speech. Hence, free speech is a vital medium for disseminating thoughts, ideology and
ideas. There is relevant relation between politics, ideology and the government
(Fairclough, 1989; Hudson, 1978; van Dijk, 1997). As the government leader, a
president may transfer his policies and political position via political speeches
(Zhu&Wang, 2020).

Furthermore, the reformation movement has changed the Indonesian political
direction from an authoritarian government to a democratic country. Consequently, it has
significantly affected public discourse patterns, particularly in free political expressions
in public space that is not strictly prohibited nowadays. Such freedom of political speech
has enacted the courage to deliver political desire for more than three decades quickly.
In the past, Indonesian people were banned from expressing their political ideas the
authoritarian government. It had ‘killed’ socio-political development, and political
language was not able to expand widely. It was not merely in the development of the
political area but also affected the linguistic perspective because of strict control.
Political speech delivered by a political leader such as president is regarded as ‘the voice
of the nation’ (Rehman, 2020).

This study deals with the Indonesian Presidents in the reformation era or Post
Soeharto New Era, especially SBY and Jokowi employ language as a political tool to
garner public interest in their political ideologies. Thus, language is viewed as
functioning as an effective way to transfer political messages to their people. The
political speech texts of SBY and Jokowi, the sixth and seventh presidents of Indonesia
has become of interest to political analysts and linguistic researchers to enlarge the body
of knowledge to give a better understanding, thinking, manner, and judgments of the
political situation in Indonesia.

Ideology is essential for Indonesian presidents. The national ideology is
institutionalized through a political speech delivered by a president to maintain of his
power (Zhu & Wang, 2020). Unfortunately, nowadays, some Indonesian people attempt

to ruin the Indonesian ldeology, Pancasila and change it with certain Ideology



(Mohammed, 2010; Jones, 2015; Galamas, 2015; Latupeirissa et al, 2019) to convey
Ideology in society realized through a political speech delivered by national leaders, for
instances Indonesian presidents. Thus, modern society regards language as a device to
communicate and is used to deliver an ideology used by its user. Santoso (2012) adds
that every language user uses in public space can be categorized as ideological
dissemination.

Further, language is not free value, but it has a vested interest in its language
producer. Hence, the politician uses language as a medium for his political aims through
language. The interest of politics is about the power to control people, resources, and
human’s beliefs mainly mediated by language (Suharto, 2016; Mcclay, 2017;
Abdulameer et al, 2019; Zhu & Wang, 2020; Mushtag et al, 2020). A politician has two
ways to achieve his political goals. Fairclough (1989) stated two ways to maintain and
gain power through coercion and consent. The first way is easier because of the great
struggle with the fight and higher risk due to resistance and encounter violence. Leaders
or politicians should avoid this frontal way to achieve their political aims. The second
way is consent; it is a very effective way to achieve political aims. This way can be
manifested into the leader or politician's speech, such as presidential speech.

There are some reasons to use the political speeches of the Indonesia Presidents
in the reformation era. Mcclay (2017) emphasized that political leaders' Ideology can be
mediated through a political speech. Therefore, the use of political speech is a very
effective and efficient way to deliver Ideology. What had happened to President
Soekarno was also experienced by President Habibie when most Parliament members
rejected his state speech of accountability (Firdausi, 2020). Consequently, he was not
allowed to propose himself as a presidential candidate for the next presidential election.
Then, the state speech is a parameter to look at the successful parameter of the
incumbent President. Further, the state speaker or the state leaders (Presidents) directly
or indirectly impact the people whether politically or economically, for instance, the
additional salary for civil servants or the army is usually announced during the state
speech that is the main cause of rising prices in all sectors. Moreover, a presidential state
speech draws the ideas, thoughts, and beliefs of a country's ruler because it manifests
leadership, particularly in politics (Kweldju, 2006). More specifically, a state speech is
an interesting topic to be analyzed in terms of political language's perspective because it
has various linguistic features (Suharto, 2016). Thus, Presidential or political speech

constitutes the annual duties of the Indonesian presidents is to deliver a speech in the



4

annual session of the People's Consultative Assembly (MPR) to present various issues,
including their performance during the past year (Mugoffa et al., 2019).

Socio-political issues are very vital in the presidential speech texts of the
Indonesian presidents. Since the Presidents' speeches always present public policy, what
the Presidents say are considered an important issue by the government. Besides,
political speech is for the struggle to maintain power (Burhanuddin&Sumarlam, 2015;
Sharndharma, 2015; Suharto, 2016; Noermanzah, 2017). The Presidents' speeches as
political speeches are motivated by the desire to persuade and convince the nation or
society and familiarize listeners with the government's policies, plans, and
socioeconomic actions. The presidential speeches occupy a vital position as the main
medium in delivering and implementing government programs based on people's
aspirations. Presidential speeches also influence how society thinks about existing
socio-political realities (Eriyanto, 2011, Zhu&Wang, 2020)..

Further, a president's political speeches are the process of embodying power to
put specific political, economic, and social issues (Sharndama, 2015). Mustafa (2014)
adds that influential figures address the political speeches; for instance, state leaders are
crucial to discuss national interest, economic policy, and political issues internationally
recognized, which will impact the political the people and governmental policymaking.
Kusumaningrum (2014) emphasized that presidential speech focused on politics and the
economy. Besides, Indonesia has embraced active and passive foreign policy.
Therefore, this present study will cover all the elements in the presidential speeches as
the political speeches are significant because they should cover specific topics such as
politics,economy, legal, social life, and international issues. Those issues are fundamental
to be identified to understand to whom the president addresses the topics.

Why only SBY and Jokowi’s speeches are selected to be investigated in this
study? There have been five presidents during the reformation era that govern the
Republic of Indonesia. They are Habibie, Gus Dur, Megawati, SBY, and Jokowi.
Habibie, Gus Dur and Megawati never finished ruling the nation in one period; they are
in the transitional era from the military ruling government to a more democratic
government ( Makhasuci et al, 2007). After the fall of Suharto more than two decades
ago, the specific time period of democratic Presidential Election transformed the
succession of power from the Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY) presidency to the Joko
Widodo (Jokowi) presidency (Ahlstrand, 2018). Besides, SBY or Jokowi are elected

fairly and directly for two periods each by Indonesian people by having different
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